
bend a piece of ordinary telegraph wire, first into the
shape of an ordinary hair-pin, then bend up sharply
about two and a half inches of the closed end, flattening
somewhat the top of the bend so that the fingers may
rest easily upon it at their articulation with the hand.
The ends of the wire are fastened with a strip of tin
curved to fit the arm, and with a second strip under
the end of the radius.
Dr. Keene reported three cases in which his splint

fulfiled all ¡he conditions of succiss, avoiding pain and
swelling during treatment and preventing subsequentdeformity and impaired function of the hand and fore-
arm.
Dr. O. C. Wiggin read a paper on
THERMIC FEVER, WITH REPORT OF THREE CASES.

The cause of sunstroke is not necessarily solar heat,
but heat always. The predisposing causes may be
summed up in all previous conditions which have
tended to debility or undue exhaustion. In a largeproportion of cases there is abundant warning of an ap-proaching attack. The most uniform premonitory
symptoms are lassitude, feeling of fullness and pain in
the head, throbbing of the temples, dizziness, discom-
fort at the precordia, loss of appetite, nausea, thirst,
palpitation, and scanty urine. The prostration, head
symptoms and palpitation increase in violence up to
the time the patient is lost in insensibility.Treatment varies considerably accordingly as the
heart or the nerve centres are more profoundly im-pressed. Spasmodic contraction of the heart seems to
be the immediate cause of speedily fatal cases. In
these cases there is absence of high temperature andconsciousness is not impaired until the sudden dissolu-
tion, the skin is at first cool and moist, feet and hands
cold, countenance pale and anxious, nose cold and
studded with beads of sweat. Symptoms of distress
are referable to the heart. Indications in these cases
are plainly to restore the action of the heart and the
capillary circulation. Hot, and not cold, applications
are to be applied to the skin. Stimulants in form of
ammonia valerianate, strong tea, and morphia in small
doses. Chloroform is unquestionably the salvation of
some cases, and it would be of many more, could it be
brought into timely use, but unfortunately the hearthas ceased to beat, has solidified, so to speak, before
aid is forthcoming.
In those cases in which symptoms referable to the

brain and spinal cord predominate, cold applications to
the entire body are demanded, and are the first reme-
dial agents to be thought Of. The vaso-motor nerves
are paralyzed. The rise of temperature is rapid and
extreme. The excretory functions are nearly in abey-
ance. Temperature must be reduced as speedily aspossible.
Alcohol is seldom required in treating sunstroke.Ammonia valerianate is evanescent in effects, but its

action is speedy and unequivocal. Tea is the remedy
par excellence for sustaining the heart's action. More-
over, if there is a legitimate use of tea as a beverage itis during hot weather. Opium in some form is of ser-
vice in the painful symptoms of sunstroke. Leeches
or the lancet are indicated in cases of extreme conges-
tion of the brain.
The vaso-motor paralysis, which obtains in thermicfever, necessarily leads to a more or less engorged stateof the vital organs. The lungs, next to the brain, arethe most frequent seat of congestion. It is sometimes

startling to notice the shortness of the interval between
the stroke and marked dullness and niles.
Passive congestion of meninges is a common occur-

rence among convalescent patients. Inability to en-
dure heat for a long time after insolation is almost a
constant sequela. The victim of sunstroke but rarely
recovers the former standard of health.
The president announced the death of Dr. John W.

Sawyer, Superintendent of Butler Hospital for the
Insane, and a Vice-President of the Society, and ap-
pointed Drs. Storer, Ely and Batchelder a committee
to frame resolutions, which were adopted as follows :
Whereas, An inscrutable Providence, who wounds

only that through His own mysterious reasons He may
reall} benefit, has taken from the Rhode Island Med-
ical Society its beloved Vice-President, Dr. John
Woodbury Sawyer, therefore,
Resolved, That in Dr. Sawyer not only had the

Butler Hospital a medical superintendent whose first
and only thought was the welfare of the unfortunates
whom it was his duty to protect, to care for and to
heal, but a judicious adviser, who added much to its
previous reputation as a model institution.
Resolved, That the loss of Dr. Sawyer is one equally

great to the city of his residence and to the State at
large, so many of whose citizens have had occasion to
require his kindly skill.
Resolved, That the Rhode Island Medical Society

mourns its deceased brother, whose mere acquaintance
w as a, pleasure, and whom to know was to love. Gentle
and yet decided, modest always and wholly forgetful
of self, learned in his special department of profes-
sional labor, and yet inferior to none as a general
practitioner, his death leaves a void which time can
never more than imperfectly fill.
Resolved, That the President and Secretar}- in be-

half of every member, tender to the bereaved widow
and orphaned son of the deceased their sincere and
heart-felt condolence, and their sense not only of col-
lective but of personal bereavement.
Resolved, That a committee be appointed by the

chair, to attend the funeral of Dr. Sawyer in be-
half of this Society, as an additional mark of sympathy
and respect.

Recent Literature.
Clinical Therapeutics. Lectures in Practical Medicine,
delivered in the Hospital St. Antoine, Paris, France,
by Professor Dujardin-Beaumetz, Physician to
the Cochin Hospital, Member of the Academy of
Medicine, and of the Council of Hygiene and Salub-
rity of the Seine. The Treatment of Nervous Dis-
eases, of General Diseases, and of Fevers. Trans-
lated by E. P. Hurd, M.D., Member of the Massa-
chusetts Medical Society, vice-president of the Essex
North Medical Society; one of the physicians to
the Anna Jaques Hospital, Newburyport, Mass.
Detroit, Mich.: George S. Davis, 1885.
This volume is a translation of Volume III of the

excellent Leçons de Clinique Thérapeutique, by Profes-
sor Dujardin-Beaumetz, and deserves warm commend-
ation. From the outline of the author's many works,
which the translator gives in his preface, one mayreadily see the wide range of the author's experience
and the translator's full sympathy with his author andhis appreciation of the highest aims in therapeutics.
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The introductory lecture on clinical therapeutics has
many good suggestions. In therapeutics " there are
two dangerous rocks to shun, skepticism, on the one
hand, exaggerated enthusiasm, on the other, to believe
too much, and not to believe at all, are two opposite
terms, but they are not as far apart as one might sup-
pose. The one engenders the other, and extreme cred-
ulity gives rise to incredulity."Beware especially of skepticism; a physician who
lacks faith in medicine has no more reason for exist-
ence than a priest who does not believe the religion
he teaches, or a soldier who is destitute of love of his
country and his flag. It is repugnant to reason and
to conscience that he can be a good physician who
judges of no utility all the remedial agents that have
the sanction of tradition and custom."
Of experimental therapeutics he says, "it is indeed

an excellent study which has furnished valuable data,
but do not forget that it is only a complimentary study.
It enables us to give a tolerably plausible explanation
of the action of the medicament, and especially to
know the limits beyond which it is not safe to go, and
at what moment the drug ceases to become medici-
nal and becomes a poison. But it is not physiological
experimentation that decides the destination of the
medicament, or of medication ; it is the effect of the
remedy on the sick man, and on the march of the dis-
ease which determines its therapeutical value." He
also indicates the serious consequences which are the
result of the practitioner's ignorance of the art of pre-
scribing. " Exercise the greatest care in the direc-
tions which you give the patient or his nurses ; do not
fear to enter into the minutest details ; indicate how
the external applications should be made, and the
times for giving the internal remedy ; regulate care-
fully the little incidents of the day, and be particular
about the diet. For you must ever remember that
pharmaceutical measures go but a little ways in the
cure of your patient, and that you can often accomplish
more by hygiene than you can accomplish by medi-
cine." " Hygiene is, in fact, called upon to play a
preponderating part in the treatment of diseases, and
especially of chronic affections. To establish with
care, and, in a scientific manner the basis of dietetics,
ought to be one of the most serious occupations of the
practitioner, and you will see in the course of these
lectures the prominence which I give to hygiene in
the treatment of diseases."
Following the introduction are chapters upon dis-

eases of the nervous system, the first of which is de-
voted to the physiology of the nervous system, after-
ward lectures upon various kinds of treatment, hydro-
therapeutics, medical electricity, and a chapter on thetechnics of electrical machines in which the most mod-
ern forms of apparatus are described by Dr. C. L.
Dana, of New York.
The lectures on the treatment of neuralgia, of hys-

teria, epilepsy, chorea, meningitis, as well as on apo-
plexy and chronic myelitis, all contain valuable sug-
gestions, and discuss these diseases from a clinical ther-
apeutic standpoint. The second part of the work is
devoted to the study of blood, to blood-letting and the
treatment of anajmia ; rheumatism, diabetes, and
syphilis are also included in the other half of this part.
In the third division of the book, which is devoted

to fevers, typhoid fever, intermittent and the eruptive
fevers are considered.
The translation leaves nothing to be desired ; the

reader is not conscious that the subject has been ren-
dered from another language into English. Dr. Hurd
has also added some short notes in a very judicious
manner. That the work is rather too rich in sugges-
tions for treatment will not surprise those who are
familiar with the author's many other writings. Inthese days of superabundant medicaments an undue
zeal for new remedies may not easily be avoided.
Much that is of little service to a practitioner in

many of the text-books on therapeutics has been left
out, and on the other hand, whatever in anatomy or
physiology, or other department of medicine that mightbe of assistance in the treatment of disease has been
grouped in so practical a way as to give a rational con-
ception of the means and methods of therapeutic use-
fulness.
So good a book had deserved a better dress, but if

its cheaper covering brings it within the means of a
larger number of practitioners it is certainly justifiable.
Lectures on the Diagnosis of Diseases of the Brain,
delivered at University College Hospital. By W. R.
Gowers, M.D., F.R.C.P. Philadelphia: P. Blakis-
ton, Son & Co. pp. viii, 246. 1885.
It is a satisfaction to have this volume from Dr.

Gowers ; it will be of value to those who desire to
study the various diseases of the brain. As there is a
wider range of opinions in regard to the physiology
and pathology of the brain than of the spinal cord, it
is not to be expected that every one would agree with
all that the author bas written. The views expressed
are, however, those of a competent observer who has
had large opportunities to study the subject, and what
he has written is valuable, and will prove a useful
guide to all in further study of the subjects.
The first three chapters are devoted to the anatomy

of the brain ; thèse are full, but condensed, and will
require careful study to be understood. A larger
number of diagrams and drawings would aid the stu-
dent to a better or more speedy understanding of these
chapters.
Chapters IV to XII are devoted to a considera-

tion of the symptoms produced by disease, the mechan-
ism of their production, the motor and sensory-
symptom, those due to perverted function in the cra-
nial nerves, mental symptoms, affections of speech.
Among these, two of the most difficult subjects are the
ocular and visual symptoms and the affections of
speech. These are treated at length, so as to give a
satisfactory review of the subjects, without using time
and space to discuss the opinions of others. The
author has given his own conclusions.
In speaking of disturbance of speech, he says, " No

two cases of speech defect are alike ; and you can
only unravel the phenomena of each case by having a
firm grasp of the laws that govern both normal speech
and the derangement that is produced by disease."
The multiplication of names applied to various forms

of aphasia is justly condemned. The terms amnesic
aphasia, ataxic aphasia, word deafness and word blind-
ness are used, but seemingly only partiall}' approved.
Wernicke's division

—

motor and sensory aphasia
—

is
more acceptable to the author, but Wernicke is not
fully followed. Hughlings Jackson's views find more
favor than KiissmauTs.
Chapters XIII and XIV on local diagnosis-, are

very satisfactory and full. The book closes with
diagnostic pathology and pathological diagnosis.
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